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Welcome Guests! 

 

Please introduce yourselves! 

 

New Member 

 

Champe C. Ransom 

 

 



Tonight’s Topic 

COOL  ASTRONOMY 

SOFTWARE AND 

WEBSITES 



As Amateur Astronomers  we 

are always worried about….. 



The Weather 

http://www.cleardarksky.com/c/CharvilVAkey.html  

http://www.cleardarksky.com/c/CharvilVAkey.html


Another weather option… 

https://weatherspark.com/#!dashboard;q=22901  

https://weatherspark.com/


Space weather 

http://spaceweather.com/  

http://spaceweather.com/


NEW Space weather option 

http://origin-www.swpc.noaa.gov/  

http://origin-www.swpc.noaa.gov/
http://origin-www.swpc.noaa.gov/
http://origin-www.swpc.noaa.gov/


As Amateur Astronomers we are 

always wondering what can we 

see in the night sky? 



What’s Up? 

http://www.heavens-above.com/main.aspx  

http://www.heavens-above.com/main.aspx
http://www.heavens-above.com/main.aspx
http://www.heavens-above.com/main.aspx


Just the Space Station 

http://spotthestation.nasa.gov/home.cfm  

http://spotthestation.nasa.gov/home.cfm


What’s Up this month? 

http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/news/whatsup-archive.cfm  

http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/news/whatsup-archive.cfm
http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/news/whatsup-archive.cfm
http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/news/whatsup-archive.cfm


Magnification – there’s an app for that 

http://www.stargazing.net/naa/scopemath.htm  

http://www.stargazing.net/naa/scopemath.htm


What to observe ?? 

http://www.skymaps.com/downloads.html 

 

http://www.skymaps.com/downloads.html


Best planetarium program??? 

http://www.stellarium.org/ 

 

http://www.stellarium.org/


When it is cloudy we can 

always find something on 

the internet, 



NASA Eyes:  Earth, Solar 

System and Exoplanets 

http://eyes.nasa.gov/earth/index.html  

http://eyes.nasa.gov/earth/index.html


NASA Project Data Sites 

http://ciclops.org/?js=1  

http://ciclops.org/?js=1


Planetary Society 

http://planetary.org/ 

 

http://planetary.org/


Citizen Science 

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/citscitoolkit/projects/find/astronomy  

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/citscitoolkit/projects/find/astronomy


CAS Elections 

 The following have submitted their for the 

November elections.  No other names have been 

submitted. 

 President – Chris Nichols 

 Vice – President – Wes Epperly 

 Treasurer – Mike Hegadus 

 Secretary / Web Master – Larry Saunders 

 



CONGRATULATIONS 

TO THE NEW OFFICERS 

AND 

THANK YOU !!! 

TO OUTGOING OFFICERS 

Rich, VP and Ed, Treasurer 

and Larry who will be 

sticking around 



Club Business 
 

• 104 members (dues paid)  Dues Due in December 

 
 

• Checking account and Cash on Hand:  $3,458.35 

• We made $100.00+ at Fan Mountain Concessions 
 

• Email Mike Hegadus for information on discounted 
subscriptions to Astronomy and Sky and Telescope 

• ngc6705@comcast.net   

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:ngc6705@comcast.net


Club Scopes 

• Club Scopes available for use by 

members http://cvilleastro.com/club-

telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/ 

– See Wes for information  

wepperly@yahoo.com  

 

 

http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
http://cvilleastro.com/club-telescopes-available-for-club-member-use/
mailto:wepperly@yahoo.com


 AL Observing Clubs 

What club are you working on ??? 



CAS Library 

  

 The Library is 

DOWNSTAIRS 

Check it out 

 

Updated Monthly 

Do you have books or videos 

to contribute? 

 

 



Member of the Month 

• Born in New Orleans 

 

• Music was a focus early on but sold 

clarinet to purchase first telescope – a 

small refractor 

 

• First observatory was built to house a 

Meade 8” SCT 



• Tried astrophotography with Astro-Physics 

scope and mount but felt too much time 

was spent looking at a computer. 

 

• Retired from law practice in New Orleans 

and moved to Charlottesville in 2014 to be 

closer to grandchildren. 

 

• Most notable astronomical experience was 

seeing total eclipse in Venezuela 



• Currently spends observing time with a 

Tele Vue Pronto 

 

And the member is…………. 



Charles Hamilton 



Upcoming Speakers 

December 

Wednesday, December 3 

 

 

 

Jim Mullany, Astronomer and Author 

Observing Double Stars and the Herschel Objects 

 



Upcoming Speakers 

January 

Wednesday, January 7 

Video Lecture 

 
Elisa Quintana, Kepler and SETI Institute Scientist 

“Kepler 186f – First Earth Sized Planet Orbiting in the  

Habitable Zone of Another Star” 



Upcoming Speakers 

February 

Wednesday, February 4 

 

Greg Redfern, NASA Solar System Ambassador “The 

Chesapeake Bay Impact Crater – the Inside Story of 

America’s Largest Impact Crater 



Upcoming Speakers 

March 

Wednesday, March 4 

 

??? 
 

Would you like to present? 

Would you like to suggest a speaker? 

 

 



Upcoming Speakers 

April 

Wednesday, April 1 

 

Larry Daggert, Former Manager of the Engineering 

and Technical Services (ETS) department for the 

National Optical Astronomy Observatories (NOAO). 



AstroOP 

• We are in the process of reaching out to 

the science teachers in the area to offer: 

• FREE Club membership 

• Guest Speakers 

• Assistance with astronomy related 

activities 

• AstroOP Newsletters will be produced 

quarterly 



Mark You Calendar 
• Next Ivy Creek First Fridays is THIS 

FRIDAY, November 7,  8:00 – 10:00 pm 

 

• CAS Holiday Party, Saturday, December 13, 

7:00 – 11:00 pm 

 

• Next Heidi’s Night is Friday, January 30,  

   7:00 – 9:00 pm 



Door Prize Drawing 


